
14% BETTER
fuel efficiency average for CP over other 
North American Class 1 Railways

SUSTAINABILITY

SUSTAINABILITY AT CP IS ROOTED IN OUR 
LONG-STANDING LEGACY OF BUILDING FOR 
THE FUTURE. 
We recognize that advancing sustainability in our business is imperative to 
future growth and long-term success. We are committed to continuously 
improving sustainability performance, management, measurement and public 
reporting practices.
Acknowledging the importance of sustainability to our business, and to our 
internal and external stakeholders, we established a clear governance 
structure to proactively implement our sustainability commitments and 
practices while effectively addressing and responding to emerging ESG topics.
As part of our sustainability program, we at CP are committed to leveraging 
our leadership role within the rail industry to support the goals laid out in the 
Paris Agreement and emerging best practices to limit global temperature rise 
to well below 35.6°F.

RAILWAYS REPRESENT THE MOST 
ENERGY-EFFICIENT METHOD OF MOVING 
FREIGHT OVER LAND.

Transportation of freight by railway is a key component of the 
transition to a low-carbon economy in North America. As a 
transportation and railway company that operates across North 
America, we recognize the extent of our potential environmental 
impact, and we at CP are committed to minimizing our 
environmental footprint.
We conduct our operations with the intent to protect the natural 
environment and the welfare of our employees and communities, 
while ensuring compliance with regulatory requirements. Our drive 
to reduce our use of natural resources and impact on plants and 
wildlife has a positive impact on the environment, our reputation as 
a responsible business and our bottom line.

1 US EPA (2020) Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks: 1990 -2018. Retrieved from: 
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/inventory-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-sinks
2 2 Canada (2020) Greenhouse Gas Sources and Sinks: 2020. Retrieved from: https://www.canada.ca/
en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/greenhouse-gas-emissions/inventory.html
3 SOURCE: The Environmental Benefits of Moving Freight by Rail, published by the Association of  
American Railroads in July 2019; Sustainable growth: Railroads aim to pull more freight off the  
highway, published June 2016; How railways can be part of Canada’s climate change solution,  
published by the Railway Association of Canada in July 2016.

2025
The year 85% of our high-powered line 
locomotives will have trip optimizers

59% DECREASE
in water consumption since 2015

Developing North America’s first line-haul 
hydrogen locomotive.

CP was added to the Dow Jones 
Sustainability Index (DJSI) North America 
in 2020.

CP received a leadership level score of 
A- from CDP for its 2020 climate change 
disclosure

CP received a 2020 World Finance 
Sustinability Award for the 
Transportation industry.

CP remains a constituent of the 
FTSE4Good Index Series.
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improved fuel efficiency since 1990
+40%

300
A SINGLE-UNIT TRAIN CAN KEEP MORE THAN

TRUCKS OFF OF PUBLIC ROADS

MORE FUEL-EFFICIENT
4X

LESS GHG EMISSIONS

75%



“At CP, we have achieved signi�cant emissions reductions 
through e�cient operations and investments in technology 
and innovation. We recognize that long-term sustainable 
growth requires an ambitious vision. As we look towards the 
next stages of our growth, we are building on our culture of 
innovation to adapt our business and continue to work 
together with all stakeholders, to position CP for a 
Sustainably Driven future.”

– KEITH CREEL, PRESIDENT AND CEO

CP’S COMMITMENT TO 
FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE

While transport by rail represents only 2.2% of GHG emissions from the transportation sector, the rail industry plays a 
major role in helping reduce overall transportation-related GHG emissions.

Railways represent the most energy-efficient method of moving freight over land. As the illustration shows, a single-unit 
train can keep more than 300 trucks off public roads and is four times more fuel efficient than highway transport, 
helping our customers further reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

At CP, we have improved our fuel efficiency by more than 40% since 1990 (currently 13.8% better than the North 
American Class 1 freight railway average). As CP continues to strategically grow its business, we must continue to 
curtail our own emissions, while supporting further emissions reductions across the broader transportation sector.
We believe transportation of freight by rail will continue to play an integral role in the low-carbon future for North 
America and CP is transitioning to be a leader in this transformation. From transporting goods and materials that will 
drive the energy transition to continuously optimizing our operational and energy efficiency, CP will continue to build on 
our legacy of innovation, leadership and precision scheduled railroading to provide the highest standard of 
transportation solutions to rise to the serious challenge of climate change. We are proud to be embarking on this 
challenge and to take a leading role as our industry moves toward decarbonization.

F O R  M O R E  D E TA I L S  O N  O U R  S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  I N I T I AT I V E S ,  V I S I T  O U R  D E D I C AT E D  W E B S I T E  AT:

SUSTAINABILITY.CPR.CA


